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and three kilometres across at its widest point : nine
thousand feet high. Innumerable caves gave protection
from the air, and there were five water-springs whose
channels opened five doors into the wild table-land of Amba
Aradam. Pasture for mules and cattle lay behind in the
plain of Antalo and farther back at Buia.

Slowly the old man occupied the mountain. Small
detachments went up to find the best caves : his baggage
was moved into them. Then he went up with his heavy
boxes of thalers, from which he sometimes paid his army.
The water-springs were divided among the troops, who
came up nightly in fifties and hundreds. The pathetic
heavy pieces of Ethiopia, the cannon captured at Adowa in
1896, were dragged up the mountain and shown a magni-
ficent view of Makalle, which they could never reach.
Old Mulugeta did not know their range.

It was about this time that the Italians first noticed
" enemy groups " on Mount Aradam, which their aviation
" dispersed." Mulugeta went very gradually, and it was
a long time before they realised that an Ethiopian army
thirty-five thousand strong had slipped between their
outposts. A Red Gross unit manned by an Austrian Nazi
doctor, Schuppler, and two Irishmen, Brophil and Hickey,
arrived at Amba Aradam early in the new year and spread
out their Red Cross ground-flag. They were promptly
bombed.

After five, when the planes that dawdled daily over the
mountain went back to their base, a meat market was opened
on the sides of the Amba by the trades-people of the Enderta,
a tribe of slippery allegiance who after the desertion of
Haile Selassie Gucsa had been induced by Wodaju Ali to
take a special oath of loyalty to the Emperor. Meat and
chickens, bought in sharp competition with the other
customers, the Italian soldiers in Makalle, supplemented
the grain brought up every day from Dessye which the
women of the camp made into bread for the men. The
Emperor's supply system worked perfectly until the end of
the war.

On the extreme right of the Italian front in the Tigra,
where their lines were weakest, General Maravigna in
Axum did not see much cause for anxiety. He had de-
feated small Ethiopian detachments cut off in the valleys
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